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To get started, visit: https://davesredistricting.org/

• Sign up to create a free-to-you account.
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To access published maps, or to start drawing your
own map, click on the three lines located in the top left
corner of the page and select “Maps” from the options
pane.
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Select “My Maps” and 
then select “Published 
Maps” from the options 
pane.
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Using the search box, enter “Madera –
Template” to find the base map created
for you. You can also enter just your
jurisdiction’s name to find any related
published maps. These maps can be
used as a good starting point.
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For example. See this search 
for Fontana, California below.
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Click on the checkbox next to the map
that you would like to use, which will
select it, and click “duplicate” to make a
copy. This will allow you to make
modifications.

(C) Best Best & Krieger, 2021



With the duplicate map still selected,
select “Rename” to name and add a
description for your new map, and then
click “Edit” to begin modifying your new
draft map.
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To zoom in and
out use “+” & “-
”

Details of the census 
block or precinct (block 
group) will update as 
you edit the map. See 
also “district details” on 
the left pane. 

Rename your map at 
any time or update 
the description   

“paint brush” 
selects precincts, 
which are actually 
census block 
groups 

“hand” moves the 
screen around   

To see running totals for the 
currently selected district see 
the “district details” option 
pane. The district number is 
displayed at the top of the 
option pane
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Click on a circle to 
choose a district to 
assign the next census 
block or precinct you 
click
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To see details at the 
census block level, 
change the selection 
level to “block” and the 
blocks that make up the 
precinct (census block 
group) will appear.
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Tips for Quality Maps

• Districts are compact (uniform shapes, recognizable shapes, not 
elongated or thinly sliced across the jurisdiction

• Districts are contiguous 

• Districts are relatively equal in population, with a deviation no greater 
than 10% from the least populated to the greatest populated district. For 
example, if the ideal district should contain 1000 people, you could have 
one district that contains 950 people (5% under the ideal) and one 
district that contains 1050 people (5% over the ideal), with the other 
districts falling somewhere in between. The total deviation would be an 
acceptable 10%  

• Districts keep neighborhoods and other communities of interest, like 
territories around schools, around landmarks, etc., together



When you are finished, click on the
“Maps” icon located on the top ribbon.
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Select the map you want to publish by
clicking the checkbox next to the map.
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Once selected,
click the publish
icon located in
the top ribbon.

This is one way to share your map with your
jurisdiction. By publishing it anyone will be
able to see it.
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Once selected, click the
publish icon located in
the top ribbon.

Published maps may be viewed by anyone. They may also be duplicated for others to use as a base
map. They cannot be altered by anyone other than the “owner” or creator of the map.

Once published, you must send an email to
the City with your map name to inform them
that you have published a map. The email
for the City’s redistricting consultant is
Stephanie.Smith@bbklaw.com
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When you are finished, you can also share the map directly with the
City’s redistricting consultant, or anyone else you want to see the map.
Shared maps that are not published can only be viewed by the
person(s) it has been shared with.
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Copy the link that populates in the box, then
send via email to your jurisdiction, or anyone
else you want to review your map. The email
for Madera’s redistricting process is
Stephanie.Smith@bbklaw.com
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