
Field Training Program Guide

Vol. 2
Part 5:  POST Field Training Model 

Transition to Becoming an Effective Patrol OfficerTransition to Becoming an Effective Patrol Officer

California POST-Certified Training



POST Field Training Program Guide 2014 
Volume 1:  Overview and Appendices 

© California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training 

Copyright July 2003 

First published 1988 
Revised: November 1997, April 2003, October 2014 

All rights reserved. This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form or by 
any means electronic or mechanical or by any information storage and retrieval system now 
known or hereafter invented, without prior written permission of the California Commission on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training. This publication (and any videos associated with it) may 
not be posted to any web site or social media application, including Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, 
or any future social media application. 

There are two exceptions: 

• California law enforcement agencies in the POST peace officer program and POST-
certified training presenters are hereby given permission by POST to reproduce any or all
of the contents of this manual for their internal use only. However, distribution may be
limited.

• Individuals are allowed to download POST publications for personal use only.
(Distribution is not allowed.)

Infringement of the copyright protection law and the provisions expressed here and on the POST 
website under Copyright/Trademark Protection will be pursued in a court of law.  Questions 
about copyright protection of this publication and exceptions may be directed to the 
Publications Manager. 

POST.BTB.2003-01.V2 

www.post.ca.gov 

https://www.post.ca.gov/terms--conditions.aspx
mailto:POST Publications Manager@POST
https://www.post.ca.gov/home.aspx


 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 
 

Overview and Contents         Page 1 of 16 

PART 5 

POST Field Training Model 

HEN COMBINED with a valid trainee evaluation program, this field training program, properly 
administered and supervised, can and should be one of the most important phases of basic training  
for law enforcement officers.  

POST field training regulations and this sample model provide the foundation for field training needed  
to supplement classroom training as well as the appropriate guidance and supervision required to allow 
the trainee to safely, effectively, and competently apply basic law enforcement principles within the 
community being served. 

It is recommended that both trainee and FTO sign off on each area of instruction as the trainee 
progresses through each training phase. Each topical area coincides with the Field Training Approval 
Checklist (POST Form 2-230). 

The following pages include a complete table of contents for the entire program model. Each section  
(1 through 17) identifies the minimum competency requirements and provides a suggested format to 
document the trainee’s performance and progress. 

 

W 

https://www.post.ca.gov/forms.aspx


 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 
 

Overview and Contents         Page 2 of 16 

 
 

Intentionally blank 

 

 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 3 of 16 

 Contents 

 SECTION 1 AGENCY ORIENTATION / DEPARTMENT POLICIES ............................................................................................................. 5.1–1 

1.1 AGENCY-SPECIFIC TRAINING ................................................................................................................................. 5.1–3 
1.1.01 Firearms / Weapons Qualification ............................................................................................. 5.1–3 
1.1.02 Arrest and Control Techniques .................................................................................................. 5.1–3 
1.1.03 Impact Weapons Qualification ................................................................................................... 5.1–4 

1.2 AGENCY ORIENTATION ........................................................................................................................................... 5.1–4 
1.2.01 Overview ...................................................................................................................................... 5.1–4 
1.2.02 Agency Directives, Rules, and Regulations ............................................................................... 5.1–5 
1.2.03 General Orders ........................................................................................................................... 5.1–5 
1.2.04 Work Area .................................................................................................................................... 5.1–6 
1.2.05 Authorized Equipment ................................................................................................................ 5.1–6 
1.2.06 Unauthorized Equipment ........................................................................................................... 5.1–7 
1.2.07 Uniforms / Equipment Damage ................................................................................................. 5.1–7 
1.2.08 Procurement and Use ................................................................................................................. 5.1–8 

1.3 COMMUNITY ORIENTATION / GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS .................................................................................. 5.1–8 
1.3.01 Community Services ................................................................................................................... 5.1–8 
1.3.02 Problem Areas ............................................................................................................................ 5.1–9 
1.3.03 Roadways .................................................................................................................................... 5.1–9 
1.3.04 Agency Jurisdiction ................................................................................................................... 5.1–10 

1.4 SUPPORT SERVICES .............................................................................................................................................. 5.1–10 
1.4.01 Municipal Agencies and Departments .................................................................................... 5.1–10 
1.4.02 Special Teams/Units ................................................................................................................ 5.1–11 

 SECTION 2 OFFICER SAFETY PROCEDURES ............................................................................................................................................ 5.2–1 

2.1 CONTACT AND COVER (PRIMARY/BACKUP) ....................................................................................................... 5.2–3 
2.1.01 Contact Officer Tactics and Responsibilities ............................................................................. 5.2–3 
2.1.02 Cover Officer Tactics and Responsibilities ................................................................................ 5.2–4 
2.1.03 Roles During and After Pursuits and Stops ............................................................................... 5.2–4 
2.1.04 Contact/Cover Officer Positions................................................................................................. 5.2–5 

2.2 BODY ARMOR ........................................................................................................................................................... 5.2–5 
2.2.01 Protective Body Armor ................................................................................................................ 5.2–5 

2.3 OFFICER SAFETY ...................................................................................................................................................... 5.2–6 
2.3.01 Physical, Mental, and Emotional Conditioning .......................................................................... 5.2–6 

SECTION 3 ETHICS........................................................................................................................................................................................ 5.3–1 

3.1 ETHICAL STANDARDS ............................................................................................................................................. 5.3–3 
3.1.01 Ethical Decision Making ............................................................................................................. 5.3–3 
3.1.02 Accepting Responsibility............................................................................................................. 5.3–3 
3.1.03 Ethical Conduct ........................................................................................................................... 5.3–4 
3.1.04 Responsibility Regarding Unlawful/Unethical Acts by Other Officers ...................................... 5.3–4 
3.1.05 Handling Unethical or Criminal Conduct by Other Officers ....................................................... 5.3–5 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 4 of 16 

3.1.06 Problems Associated with Ethical Decision Making ................................................................. 5.3–5 
3.1.07 General Orders ........................................................................................................................... 5.3–6 

3.2 DECISION MAKING ................................................................................................................................................... 5.3–6 
3.2.01 Limitations of Authority .............................................................................................................. 5.3–6 
3.2.02 Consequences of Inappropriate Discretionary Decisions ....................................................... 5.3– 7 
3.2.03 Demonstrating Decision Making .............................................................................................. 5.3– 7 

SECTION 4 USE OF FORCE..........................................................................................................................................................................5.4–1 

4.1 LEGAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES ................................................................................................................................. 5.4–3 
4.1.01 Legal and Ethical Considerations .............................................................................................. 5.4–3 
4.1.02 Agency Policy and Liabilities ...................................................................................................... 5.4–3 
4.1.03 Justification of Deadly Force ...................................................................................................... 5.4–4 

4.2 FORCE OPTIONS ....................................................................................................................................................... 5.4–5 
4.2.01 Explanation of Force Options and Examples............................................................................. 5.4–5 

SECTION 5 PATROL VEHICLE OPERATIONS .............................................................................................................................................. 5.5–1 

5.1 PATROL VEHICLE INSPECTION ............................................................................................................................... 5.5–3 

5.1.01 Purposes of Vehicle Inspections ................................................................................................ 5.5–3 
5.1.02 Vehicle Components .................................................................................................................. 5.5–3 
5.1.03 Requests for Vehicle Service ..................................................................................................... 5.5–4 
5.1.04 Vehicle Maintenance .................................................................................................................. 5.5–4 
5.1.05 Pre-Shift Inspection .................................................................................................................... 5.5–5 

5.2 PATROL VEHICLE OPERATION SAFETY ................................................................................................................. 5.5–5 
5.2.01 Approved Driving Techniques .................................................................................................... 5.5–5 
5.2.02 Stopping Distance ...................................................................................................................... 5.5–6 
5.2.03 Defensive Driving........................................................................................................................ 5.5–6 
5.2.04 Driver Attitude ............................................................................................................................. 5.5–7 

5.3 SITUATION-APPROPRIATE, FOCUSED, EDUCATED (SAFE) DRIVING ................................................................. 5.5–7 
5.3.01 Applying SAFE Driving Techniques ............................................................................................. 5.5–7 
5.3.02 Ongoing Driving Instruction/Training ......................................................................................... 5.5–8 
5.3.03 Potential Risks Related to Inappropriate Driving ...................................................................... 5.5–8 
5.3.04 Driver Fatigue ............................................................................................................................. 5.5–9 
5.3.05 Driving Safely .............................................................................................................................. 5.5–9 

5.4 USE OF SEATBELTS ............................................................................................................................................... 5.5–10 
5.4.01 Seatbelt Use during Routine and Emergency Driving Conditions and 

Tactical Seatbelt Removal ....................................................................................................... 5.5–10 

5.5 EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATIONS/PURSUITS .............................................................................................. 5.5–10 
5.5.01 Agency Policy ............................................................................................................................ 5.5–10 
5.5.02 Driver Tactics ............................................................................................................................ 5.5–11 
5.5.03 Continuing vs. Terminating Pursuits ........................................................................................ 5.5–11 
5.5.04 Handling Emergency Response or Pursuit .............................................................................. 5.5–12 

5.6 VEHICLE OPERATION LIABILITY .......................................................................................................................... 5.5–12 
5.6.01 “Rules of the Road” .................................................................................................................. 5.5–12 
5.6.02 Vehicle Code Exemptions ......................................................................................................... 5.5–13 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 5 of 16 

5.6.03 Exemption Requirements ......................................................................................................... 5.5–13 
5.6.04 Liability for Death, Injury, or Property Damage ....................................................................... 5.5–14 

SECTION 6 COMMUNITY RELATIONS / PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR .................................................................................................. 5.6–1 

6.1 COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND SERVICE............................................................................................................... 5.6–3 
6.1.01 Agency Responsibilities .............................................................................................................. 5.6–3 
6.1.02 Community Service ..................................................................................................................... 5.6–3 

6.2 PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR AND COMMUNICATIONS...................................................................................... 5.6–4 
6.2.01 Professional Principles ............................................................................................................... 5.6–4 
6.2.02 Citizen Evaluations ..................................................................................................................... 5.6–4 
6.2.03 Inappropriate Verbal Language/Communication ..................................................................... 5.6–5 
6.2.04 Inappropriate Nonverbal Language/Communication ............................................................... 5.6–5 
6.2.05 Explaining Actions to Citizens .................................................................................................... 5.6–6 
6.2.06 Phone Communication ............................................................................................................... 5.6–6 
6.2.07 Other Forms of Communication ................................................................................................. 5.6–7 

6.3 CULTURAL DIVERSITY ............................................................................................................................................. 5.6–7 
6.3.01 Community Cultures ................................................................................................................... 5.6–7 
6.3.02 Cultural Motivations and Biases ................................................................................................ 5.6–8 
6.3.03 Increasing Trust within Communities ........................................................................................ 5.6–8 

6.4 RACIAL PROFILING .................................................................................................................................................. 5.6–9 
6.4.01 Racial Profiling Prohibited and Damaging ................................................................................. 5.6–9 
6.4.02 Profiling Behavior ....................................................................................................................... 5.6–9 
6.4.03 Constitutional Amendments..................................................................................................... 5.6–10 
6.4.04 Community History ................................................................................................................... 5.6–10 
6.4.05 Agency Policy ............................................................................................................................ 5.6–11 
6.4.06 Focusing on Behavior ............................................................................................................... 5.6–11 

6.5 CRIME PREVENTION .............................................................................................................................................. 5.6–12 
6.5.01 Citizen Support ......................................................................................................................... 5.6–12 

6.6 COMMUNITY-ORIENTED/PROBLEM-ORIENTED POLICING (COP/POP) ......................................................... 5.6–12 
6.6.01 Community/Problem Oriented Policing and Community Priorities ........................................ 5.6–12 
6.6.02 The Crime Triangle .................................................................................................................... 5.6–13 
6.6.03 Working with the Community to Solve Problems .................................................................... 5.6–13 
6.6.04 Leadership in Community-Developed Problem solving .......................................................... 5.6–14 
6.6.05 Problem-Solving Model............................................................................................................. 5.6–14 

 SECTION 7 RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS....................................................................................................................................... 5.7–1 

7.1 RADIO COMMUNICATIONS ..................................................................................................................................... 5.7–3 
7.1.01 Agency Policy Regarding Communications................................................................................ 5.7–3 
7.1.02 Memorizing Codes ...................................................................................................................... 5.7–3 
7.1.03 Radio Procedures and Use ......................................................................................................... 5.7–4 
7.1.04 Crime Broadcast ......................................................................................................................... 5.7–4 
7.1.05 Vehicle Pursuit Transmission ..................................................................................................... 5.7–5 
7.1.06 Control During In-Progress Assignment ..................................................................................... 5.7–5 

7.2 INFORMATION SYSTEMS / TELECOMMUNICATIONS ......................................................................................... 5.7–6 
7.2.01 Examples of Inquiries ................................................................................................................. 5.7–6 
7.2.02 Law Enforcement Information Systems .................................................................................... 5.7–7 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 6 of 16 

7.2.03 System Inquiries to Complete an Investigation ........................................................................ 5.7–7 
7.2.04 Agency Policy for Use of MCTs and Laptops ............................................................................. 5.7–7 
7.2.05 Inappropriate Use of Information Systems ............................................................................... 5.7–8 

SECTION 8 LEADERSHIP.............................................................................................................................................................................. 5.8–1  

8.1 LEADERSHIP ............................................................................................................................................................ 5.8– 3 
8.1.01 Effective Leadership Strategies ................................................................................................. 5.8–3 
8.1.02 Leadership Attributes ................................................................................................................. 5.8–3 
8.1.03 The Role of Leadership .............................................................................................................. 5.8–4 

SECTION 9 CALIFORNIA CODES AND LAWS ............................................................................................................................................. 5.9–1 

9.1 CRIMINAL LAW ......................................................................................................................................................... 5.9–3 
9.1.01 Terminology ................................................................................................................................ 5.9–3 
9.1.02 Crime Elements .......................................................................................................................... 5.9–3 
9.1.03 Persons Legally Incapable of Committing a Crime ................................................................... 5.9–4 
9.1.04 Crime Identification .................................................................................................................... 5.9–4 

9.2 REASONABLE SUSPICION / PROBABLE CAUSE .................................................................................................. 5.9–5 
9.2.01 Reasonable Suspicion ................................................................................................................ 5.9–5 
9.2.02 Probable Cause to Arrest ........................................................................................................... 5.9–5 
9.2.03 Probable Cause Related to Felonies and Misdemeanor Arrests ............................................. 5.9–6 
9.2.04 Officer’s Right to Search a Person ............................................................................................. 5.9–6 
9.2.05 Recognizing Probable Cause for Police Action .......................................................................... 5.9–7 

9.3 LAWS OF ARREST .................................................................................................................................................... 5.9–7 
9.3.01 Authority to Make an Arrest ....................................................................................................... 5.9–7 
9.3.02 Arrest Requirements .................................................................................................................. 5.9–8 
9.3.03 Private Person’s Arrest ............................................................................................................... 5.9–8 
9.3.04 Miranda Rights ........................................................................................................................... 5.9–9 
9.3.05 Admittance onto Property .......................................................................................................... 5.9–9 
9.3.06 Allowable Use of Force ............................................................................................................... 5.9–9 
9.3.07 Reasonable Force ..................................................................................................................... 5.9–10 
9.3.08 Use of Physical Force and Deadly Force ................................................................................. 5.9–10 
9.3.09 False Imprisonment Liability .................................................................................................... 5.9–11 
9.3.10 Legal Exceptions to an Arrest .................................................................................................. 5.9–11 

9.4 JUVENILE LAW AND PROCEDURE ...................................................................................................................... 5.9–12 
9.4.01 Investigating Juvenile Offenses ............................................................................................... 5.9–12 

9.5 ADDITIONAL LAWS ............................................................................................................................................... 5.9–12 
9.5.01 Alcoholic Beverage Control Act ................................................................................................ 5.9–12 
9.5.02 Probation/Parole Laws ............................................................................................................. 5.9–13 
9.5.03 Local Ordinance Violations ...................................................................................................... 5.9–13 
9.5.04 Constitutional Amendments Granting Individual Rights ......................................................... 5.9–14 
9.5.05 State Legislative Mandates ..................................................................................................... 5.9–14 
9.5.06 Marsy’s Law .............................................................................................................................. 5.9–15 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 7 of 16 

SECTION 10 SEARCH AND SEIZURE........................................................................................................................................................... 5.10–1 

10.1 SEARCH CONCEPTS .............................................................................................................................................. 5.10–3 
10.1.01 Terminology ............................................................................................................................... 5.10–3 
10.1.02 Circumstances Allowing Legally Authorized Searches ............................................................ 5.10–3 
10.1.03 Items Which May Be Legally Searched.................................................................................... 5.10–4 
10.1.04 Limits of Searches .................................................................................................................... 5.10–4 
10.1.05 Exclusionary Rule...................................................................................................................... 5.10–5 

10.2 SEIZURE CONCEPTS .............................................................................................................................................. 5.10–5 
10.2.01 Lawful Evidence Seizure .......................................................................................................... 5.10–5 

10.3 WARRANTS............................................................................................................................................................. 5.10–6 
10.3.01 Obtaining Search and Arrest Warrants .................................................................................... 5.10–6 
10.3.02 Serving Search and Arrest Warrants ....................................................................................... 5.10–6 
10.3.03 Demonstrating Proper Procedures for Obtaining and Serving Warrants ............................... 5.10–7 

SECTION 11 REPORT WRITING ................................................................................................................................................................... 5.11–1 

11.1 FIELD NOTES AND NOTEBOOK ............................................................................................................................ 5.11–3 

11.1.01 Necessity for Field Notes ........................................................................................................ .5.11–3 
11.1.02 Discoverable Contents ............................................................................................................. 5.11–3 
11.1.03 Types of Entries ........................................................................................................................ 5.11–4 
11.1.04 Recording Pertinent Information ............................................................................................. 5.11–4 

11.2 REPORT WRITING REQUIREMENTS .................................................................................................................... 5.11–5 
11.2.01 Flow of Completed Reports ...................................................................................................... 5.11–5 
11.2.02 Report Depository ..................................................................................................................... 5.11–5 
11.2.03 Records Unit ............................................................................................................................. 5.11–6 
11.2.04 Investigative Units and the District Attorney’s Office .............................................................. 5.11–6 
11.2.05 Importance of Police Reports................................................................................................... 5.11–7 
11.2.06 Components of a Well-Written Police Report .......................................................................... 5.11–7 
11.2.07 Types of Report Forms ............................................................................................................. 5.11–8 
11.2.08 “Cold” Crime Report ................................................................................................................. 5.11–8 
11.2.09 Preparing a Written Report ...................................................................................................... 5.11–9 
11.2.10 Completing Reports Following an Arrest ................................................................................. 5.11–9 

SECTION 12 CONTROL OF PERSONS/PRISONERS/MENTALLY ILL ...................................................................................................... 5.12–1 

12.1 CONTROL/SEARCHING OF PERSONS ................................................................................................................. 5.12–3 
12.1.01 Safety Tactics ............................................................................................................................ 5.12–3 
12.1.02 Search Techniques ................................................................................................................... 5.12–3 
12.1.03 Searching the Opposite Sex ..................................................................................................... 5.12–4 

12.2 HANDCUFFING ....................................................................................................................................................... 5.12–4 
12.2.01 Purpose of Handcuffing ............................................................................................................ 5.12–4 
12.2.02 Handcuffing/Restraint Device Principles ................................................................................ 5.12–5 
12.2.03 Agency Policy Regardig Handcuffing Prisoners ....................................................................... 5.12–5 
12.2.04 Handcuffing and Transporting Single or Multiple Suspects ................................................... 5.12–6 

12.3 LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS WITH PRISONERS ............................................................ 5.12–6 
12.3.01 Protecting Prisoners ................................................................................................................. 5.12–6 
12.3.02 Prisoner Provisions ................................................................................................................... 5.12–7 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 8 of 16 

12.3.03 Prisoner’s Right to Make Calls ................................................................................................. 5.12–7 
12.3.04 Property Receipts ..................................................................................................................... 5.12–7 
12.3.05 Local Policy/Legal Aspects of Prisoners’ Rights and Privileges ............................................. 5.12–8 
12.3.06 Willful Inhumanity or Oppression Toward Prisoners ............................................................... 5.12–8 

12.4 TRANSPORTING PRISONERS .............................................................................................................................. 5.12–9 
12.4.01 Agency Policy ............................................................................................................................ 5.12–9 
12.4.02 Transport of Prisoner(s) in a Patrol Vehicle ............................................................................. 5.12–9 
12.4.03 Prior to Booking a Prisoner ................................................................................................... 5.12–10 

12.5 BOOKING PRISONERS ........................................................................................................................................ 5.12–10 
12.5.01 Booking Juveniles .................................................................................................................. 5.12–10 
12.5.02 Jail Facility .............................................................................................................................. 5.12–11 
12.5.03 Securing Weapon Prior to Entering Custody Facility ............................................................ 5.12–11 
12.5.04 Proper Booking Documentation............................................................................................ 5.12–12 
12.5.05 Proper Booking of Adult Prisoners ........................................................................................ 5.12–12 
12.5.06 Other Types of Prisoners ....................................................................................................... 5.12–13 
12.5.07 Inmate Classification ............................................................................................................. 5.12–13 
12.5.08 Legalities of Prisoner/Inmate Searches ............................................................................... 5.12–14 
12.5.09 Prisoner Release ................................................................................................................... 5.12–14 
12.5.10 Response to Jail Emergencies .............................................................................................. 5.12–15 

12.6 PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES .............................................................................................................................. 5.12–15 

12.6.01 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ................................................................................... 5.12–15 
12.6.02 Behavior Due to Disabilities .................................................................................................. 5.12–16 
12.6.03 Dealing with Cognitive Impairment ....................................................................................... 5.12–16 
12.6.04 Non-Compliance as a Warning Sign ..................................................................................... 5.12–17 
12.6.05 Standard Tactical Assessments and Safeguards ................................................................ 5.12–17 

12.7 MENTAL ILLNESS CASES ................................................................................................................................... 5.12–18 
12.7.01 State Law and Agency Policy................................................................................................. 5.12–18 
12.7.02 Considerations when Handling or Dealing with Mentally Ill/ 

Emotionally Disturbed  Persons ............................................................................................ 5.12–18 
12.7.03 Mental Health Facility or Regional Center ............................................................................ 5.12–19 
12.7.04 72-Hour Hold ......................................................................................................................... 5.12–19 
12.7.05 Required Procedures for 5150 WIC ..................................................................................... 5.12–20 
12.7.06 Alternative Methods .............................................................................................................. 5.12–20 
12.7.07 Required Documentation and/or Reports ........................................................................... 5.12–21 
12.7.08 Demonstrating Knowledge of Proper Procedure ................................................................. 5.12–21 

SECTION 13 PATROL PROCEDURES ......................................................................................................................................................... 5.13–1 

13.1 POLICE PATROL TECHNIQUES............................................................................................................................. 5.13–3 
13.1.01 Types of Police Patrol ............................................................................................................... 5.13–3 
13.1.02 Preventative Patrol Methods ................................................................................................... 5.13–3 
13.1.03 Foot Patrol and Bicycle Patrol .................................................................................................. 5.13–4 
13.1.04 Motorized Patrol ....................................................................................................................... 5.13–4 
13.1.05 Positive Daily Contacts ............................................................................................................. 5.13–5 

13.2 OBSERVATION SKILLS .......................................................................................................................................... 5.13–5 
13.2.01 Perception Skills ....................................................................................................................... 5.13–5 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 9 of 16 

13.3 PREVENTING AND DETECTING CRIME ................................................................................................................ 5.13–6 
13.3.01 Crime Prevention Techniques .................................................................................................. 5.13–6 
13.3.02 Becoming Familiar with the Community .................................................................................. 5.13–6 
13.3.03 Preparing for a Patrol Shift ....................................................................................................... 5.13–7 
13.3.04 Frequent Checks ....................................................................................................................... 5.13–7 
13.3.05 Night Patrol ............................................................................................................................... 5.13–8 
13.3.06 Determining If a Parked Vehicle Has Been Recently Operated .............................................. 5.13–8 
13.3.07 Conducting Surveillance ........................................................................................................... 5.13–9 
13.3.08 Locating Vehicle Identification Numbers ................................................................................. 5.13–9 

13.4 ADDITIONAL PATROL SAFETY .......................................................................................................................... 5.13–10 

13.4.01 Plain-Clothes Officer .............................................................................................................. 5.13–10 
13.4.02 Plain-Clothes and Off-Duty Arrests ........................................................................................ 5.13–10 
13.4.03 Hazards of Silhouetting ......................................................................................................... 5.13–11 
13.4.04 Telltale Noises ....................................................................................................................... 5.13–11 
13.4.05 Keeping Subject’s Hands in View ......................................................................................... 5.13–12 
13.4.06 Initiating Foot Pursuits .......................................................................................................... 5.13–12 
13.4.07 Mutual Aid and Jurisdiction ................................................................................................... 5.13–13 

13.5 PEDESTRIAN STOPS ........................................................................................................................................... 5.13–13 
13.5.01 Consensual Encounters and Reasonable Suspicion ........................................................... 5.13–13 
13.5.02 Lawful Pedestrian Stop ......................................................................................................... 5.13–14 
13.5.03 Tactical Variables .................................................................................................................. 5.13–14 
13.5.04 Positions When Interviewing Suspicious Person(s) ............................................................. 5.13–15 
13.5.05 Field Interview Report............................................................................................................ 5.13–15 
13.5.06 Use of CLETS .......................................................................................................................... 5.13–16 
13.5.07 Approach and Disposition ..................................................................................................... 5.13–16 

13.6 SEARCHING PERSONS ....................................................................................................................................... 5.13–17 
13.6.01 Types of Searches ................................................................................................................. 5.13–17 
13.6.02 Principles of Searches of Persons ........................................................................................ 5.13–17 
13.6.03 Weapons and Contraband Concealment ............................................................................. 5.13–18 
13.6.04 Legal Pat-down Search .......................................................................................................... 5.13–18 
13.6.05 Field Search ........................................................................................................................... 5.13–18 
13.6.06 Back-up Officer Responsibilties ............................................................................................ 5.13–19 
13.6.07 Serve as a Back-Up Officer .................................................................................................... 5.13–19 

13.7 VEHICLE STOPS ................................................................................................................................................... 5.13–20 
13.7.01 Types of Vehicle Stops .......................................................................................................... 5.13–20 
13.7.02 Vehicle Stop Locations .......................................................................................................... 5.13–20 
13.7.03 Vehicle Information Prior to Stop .......................................................................................... 5.13–21 
13.7.04 Proper Distance and Position of Patrol Vehicle ................................................................... 5.13–21 
13.7.05 Gaining Driver’s Attention ..................................................................................................... 5.13–22 
13.7.06 Hazards of Vehicle Stops ...................................................................................................... 5.13–22 
13.7.07 Observing Vehicle Occupants ............................................................................................... 5.13–23 
13.7.08 Directing Occupants During a Stop....................................................................................... 5.13–23 
13.7.09 Approaching Vehicles Other than Automobiles .................................................................... 5.13–24 
13.7.10 Dealing Violator Reactions .................................................................................................... 5.13–24 
13.7.11 Do Not Argue with Violator .................................................................................................... 5.13–25 
13.7.12 Discretion During Traffic Stops ............................................................................................. 5.13–25 
13.7.13 Procedure Advantages .......................................................................................................... 5.13–26 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 10 of 16 

13.7.14 Signature Is a Promise to Appear ......................................................................................... 5.13–26 
13.7.15 Promoting a Positive Image .................................................................................................. 5.13–27 

13.8 FELONY/HIGH-RISK VEHICLE STOPS ............................................................................................................... 5.13–27 
13.8.01 Important Considerations ..................................................................................................... 5.13–27 
13.8.02 Vehicle Positioning ................................................................................................................ 5.13–28 
13.8.03 Ordering Suspect(s) from the Vehicle ................................................................................... 5.13–28 
13.8.04 Use of Verbal Commands ...................................................................................................... 5.13–29 
13.8.05 Waiting for Back-up ............................................................................................................... 5.13–29 
13.8.06 Roles of Primary and Back-up Officer(s)............................................................................... 5.13–30 
13.8.07 Demonstrating a Felony/High-risk Stop ............................................................................... 5.13–30 

13.9 SEARCHING VEHICLES ....................................................................................................................................... 5.13–31 
13.9.01 Safe and Effective Vehicle Search ........................................................................................ 5.13–31 
13.9.02 Demonstrating Vehicle Search ............................................................................................. 5.13–31 

13.10 SEARCHING BUILDINGS/AREAS ...................................................................................................................... 5.13–32 
13.10.01 Principles of a Safe and Effective Building Search .............................................................. 5.13–32 
13.10.02 Demonstrating Safe and Effective Building Searches ......................................................... 5.13–32 

13.11 HANDLING CRIMES IN PROGRESS................................................................................................................... 5.13–33 
13.11.01 Responding to Crimes in Progress ....................................................................................... 5.13–33 
13.11.02 Responding to Prowler Calls ................................................................................................. 5.13–33 

13.12 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ......................................................................................................................................... 5.13–34 
13.12.01 Legal Issues and Officer Duties ............................................................................................ 5.13–34 
13.12.02 Inherent Dangers ................................................................................................................... 5.13–34 
13.12.03 Separating Parties ................................................................................................................. 5.13–35 
13.12.04 Differences between Criminal Law and Civil Law ................................................................ 5.13–35 
13.12.05 Mandatory Custody Arrest ..................................................................................................... 5.13–36 
13.12.06 Enforcement of Protective Orders ........................................................................................ 5.13–36 
13.12.07 Handling Domestic Violence Incident ................................................................................... 5.13–37 

13.13 VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIME .............................................................................................................................. 5.13–37 
13.13.01 Notification of Victim Assistance .......................................................................................... 5.13–37 
13.13.02 Crimes Against Children ........................................................................................................ 5.13–38 
13.13.03 Crimes Against the Elderly .................................................................................................... 5.13–38 
13.13.04 Confiscating Weapons ........................................................................................................... 5.13–39 

13.14 HATE CRIMES ...................................................................................................................................................... 5.13–39 
13.14.01 Hate Crime Indicators ........................................................................................................... 5.13–39 
13.14.02 Consequences of Hate Crimes ............................................................................................. 5.13–40 
13.14.03 Enforcement Requirements .................................................................................................. 5.13–40 
13.14.04 Handling Hate Crimes ........................................................................................................... 5.13–41 

13.15 GANG AWARENESS ............................................................................................................................................ 5.13–41 
13.15.01 Characteristics and Recognizing Gangs ............................................................................... 5.13–41 
13.15.02 Types of Gangs ...................................................................................................................... 5.13–42 
13.15.03 Reasons for Gang Membership ............................................................................................ 5.13–42 
13.15.04 Common Characteristics of Gangs ....................................................................................... 5.13–43 
13.15.05 Methods Gangs Use to Distinguish Themselves .................................................................. 5.13–43 
13.15.06 Gang Graffiti........................................................................................................................... 5.13–44 
13.15.07 Criminal Activities by Gangs .................................................................................................. 5.13–44 
13.15.08 Reducing Gang Activity .......................................................................................................... 5.13–45 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 11 of 16 

13.16 MISSING PERSONS ............................................................................................................................................ 5.13–45 
13.16.01 Requirements for Handling Missing Persons ....................................................................... 5.13–45 
13.16.02 Search Procedures ................................................................................................................ 5.13–46 
13.16.03 Thorough Search of a Missing Child’s Home and Nearby Area ........................................... 5.13–46 
13.16.04 Amber Alert ............................................................................................................................ 5.13–46 
13.16.05 Handling a Missing Person Incident ..................................................................................... 5.13–47 

13.17 FIRES .................................................................................................................................................................... 5.13–47 
13.17.01 Types of Fires ......................................................................................................................... 5.13–47 
13.17.02 Initial Steps at a Building Fire ............................................................................................... 5.13–48 
13.17.03 Search for Victims ................................................................................................................. 5.13–48 
13.17.04 Building Unsafe to Enter ....................................................................................................... 5.13–49 
13.17.05 Handling a Fire Incident ........................................................................................................ 5.13–49 

13.18 HAZARDOUS OCCURRENCES/MAJOR DISASTERS ....................................................................................... 5.13–50 
13.18.01 Responsibilities and Actions Required ................................................................................. 5.13–50 
13.18.02 Hazardous Materials Policy and Procedures........................................................................ 5.13–50 
13.18.03 First Responders Responsibilities ........................................................................................ 5.13–51 
13.18.04 Major Accident/Disaster Scene ............................................................................................ 5.13–51 
13.18.05 Unusual Occurrences ............................................................................................................ 5.13–52 
13.18.06 Handling of Hazardous Occurrence/Major Disaster ............................................................ 5.13–52 

13.19 BOMBS/EXPLOSIVE DEVICES ........................................................................................................................... 5.13–53 

13.19.01 Agency Policy and Procedures .............................................................................................. 5.13–53 
13.19.02 Tactical Considerations ......................................................................................................... 5.13–53 
13.19.03 Handlig of Bomb Scene ......................................................................................................... 5.13–54 

13.20 AIRCRAFT CRASHES .......................................................................................................................................... 5.13–54 
13.20.01 Agency Policy ......................................................................................................................... 5.13–54 
13.20.02 Tactical Considerations ......................................................................................................... 5.13–55 

13.21 FIRST AID ............................................................................................................................................................. 5.13–55 
13.21.01 Knowledge and Skills ............................................................................................................ 5.13–55 
13.21.02 Agency Policy ......................................................................................................................... 5.13–56 
13.21.03 Proficiency Requirements ..................................................................................................... 5.13–56 
13.21.04 Potential Consequences of Improper Application ................................................................ 5.13–57 
13.21.05 Handling a First Aid Emergency ............................................................................................ 5.13–57 
13.21.06 Occupational Exposure to Blood and Airborne Pathogens .................................................. 5.13–58 

13.22 SICK, INJURED, OR DECEASED PERSONS ...................................................................................................... 5.13–58 
13.22.01 Providing Aid and Transportation.......................................................................................... 5.13–58 
13.22.02 Death Investigations Handled by the Medical Examiner ..................................................... 5.13–59 
13.22.03 Removing Human Body from Death Scene .......................................................................... 5.13–59 

13.23 LOST, FOUND, AND RECOVERED PROPERTY ................................................................................................. 5.13–60 
13.23.01 Disposition of Property Other than Evidence ....................................................................... 5.13–60 

13.24 CROWD CONTROL .............................................................................................................................................. 5.13–60 
13.24.01 First Amendment Rights ........................................................................................................ 5.13–60 
13.24.02 Agency Philosophy and Law Enforcement Objectives.......................................................... 5.13–61 
13.24.03 Maintaining Objectivity .......................................................................................................... 5.13–61 
13.24.04 Restoring Order ...................................................................................................................... 5.13–62 
13.24.05 Crowd Management Incidents .............................................................................................. 5.13–62 
13.24.06 Agency Philosophy and Policies for CROWD MANAGEMENT Situations ............................. 5.13–63 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 12 of 16 

13.24.07 Crowd Control Incidents ........................................................................................................ 5.13–64 
13.24.08 Agency Policy/Philosophy for CROWD CONTROL Situations ............................................... 5.13–65 
13.24.09 Crowd Dispersal ..................................................................................................................... 5.13–66 
13.24.10 Clarity of Purpose, Objective, Mission, and Policy ............................................................... 5.13–66 
13.24.11 Riot Control Incidents ............................................................................................................ 5.13–67 
13.24.12 Agency Policies/Philosophy for RIOT CONTROL Situations ................................................. 5.13–68 
13.24.13 Law Enforcement Conduct .................................................................................................... 5.13–68 
13.24.14 Use of Force in Respnse to Incidents Involving Crowds ...................................................... 5.13–69 
13.24.15 Agency-Issued Riot Equipment ............................................................................................. 5.13–69 

13.25 NEWS MEDIA RELATIONS .................................................................................................................................. 5.13–70 

13.25.01 Common Practices for Release of Information .................................................................... 5.13–70 
13.25.02 Credentials ............................................................................................................................. 5.13–70 
13.25.03 Media Access to Areas Closed to the Public ........................................................................ 5.13–71 
13.25.04 Sensitive Information ............................................................................................................ 5.13–71 

13.26 HOSTAGE SITUATIONS AND BARRICADED SUSPECTS ................................................................................. 5.13–72 
13.26.01 Tactical Considerations ......................................................................................................... 5.13–72 

13.27 SNIPER ATTACK .................................................................................................................................................. 5.13–72 
13.27.01 Initial Response to Attack ..................................................................................................... 5.13–72 
13.27.02 Tactical Actions by Driver Under Attack ................................................................................ 5.13–73 
13.27.03 Firebombed Vehicle ............................................................................................................... 5.13–73 

13.28 ANIMAL CONTROL .............................................................................................................................................. 5.13–74 
13.28.01 Agency Policy and Procedures .............................................................................................. 5.13–74 
13.28.02 Destroying of Vicious, Dangerous, or Injured Animal ........................................................... 5.13–74 
13.28.03 Handling an Animal Control Situation .................................................................................. 5.13–75 

SECTION 14 INVESTIGATIONS / EVIDENCE .............................................................................................................................................. 5.14–1 

14.1 INTERVIEWING AND INTERROGATION ............................................................................................................... 5.14–3 
14. 1.01 Preparing for an Interview ........................................................................................................ 5.14–3
14.1.02 Taking Statements ................................................................................................................... 5.14–3 
14.1.03 Contents of a Good Statement ................................................................................................ 5.14–4 
14.1.04 Miranda Warning ...................................................................................................................... 5.14–4 
14.1.05 Conducting an Interview........................................................................................................... 5.14–5 

14.2 PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS ......................................................................................................................... 5.14–5 

14.2.01 Investigatng Cold Crimes ......................................................................................................... 5.14–5 
14.2.02 Crimes Against Property ........................................................................................................... 5.14–6 
14.2.03 Handling Crimes Against Property ........................................................................................... 5.14–6 
14.2.04 Crimes Against Persons ........................................................................................................... 5.14–7 
14.2.05 Handling Crimes Against Persons ............................................................................................ 5.14–7 
14.2.06 Investigating Specific Crimes ................................................................................................... 5.14–8 
14.2.07 Serious Injury or Death Scenes ............................................................................................... 5.14–8 
14.2.08 Evidence Technicians/Criminalists ......................................................................................... 5.14–9 
14.2.09 Preliminary Investigations ........................................................................................................ 5.14–9 

14.3 BURDEN OF PROOF ............................................................................................................................................ 5.14–10 
14.3.01 Understanding the Burden of Proof ...................................................................................... 5.14–10 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 13 of 16 

14.4 CONCEPTS OF EVIDENCE................................................................................................................................... 5.14–10 
14.4.01 Evidence Definition and Types .............................................................................................. 5.14–10 
14.4.02 Evidence and Related Material ............................................................................................. 5.14–11 
14.4.03 Purpose of Evidence .............................................................................................................. 5.14–11 
14.4.04 Tests of Admissibility ............................................................................................................. 5.14–12 
14.4.05 Witness Qualifications ........................................................................................................... 5.14–12 
14.4.06 Privileged Communication .................................................................................................... 5.14–13 

14.5 RULES OF EVIDENCE .......................................................................................................................................... 5.14–13 
14.5.01 Exclusionary Rule................................................................................................................... 5.14–13 
14.5.02 Hearsay Rule .......................................................................................................................... 5.14–14 

14.6 EVIDENCE COLLECTION AND PRESERVATION ............................................................................................... 5.14–14 
14.6.01 Locating Physical Evidence ................................................................................................... 5.14–14 
14.6.02 Weather Conditions ............................................................................................................... 5.14–15 
14.6.03 Preserving Evidence .............................................................................................................. 5.14–15 
14.6.04 Agency Policy ......................................................................................................................... 5.14–16 
14.6.05 Storage of Evidence............................................................................................................... 5.14–16 
14.6.06 Taking Evidence to Laboratories and Court ......................................................................... 5.14–17 
14.6.07 Chain of Custody/Evidence ................................................................................................... 5.14–17 
14.6.08 Demonstrate Handling of Evidence ...................................................................................... 5.14–18 

14.7 LINEUPS ............................................................................................................................................................... 5.14–18 

14.7.01 Methods for Identifying Suspects ......................................................................................... 5.14–18 
14.7.02 Agency Policy and Procedures .............................................................................................. 5.14–19 
14.7.03 Photographic Identifications ................................................................................................. 5.14–19 

14.8 SOURCES OF INFORMATION ............................................................................................................................. 5.14–20 
14.8.01 Networking with the Community ........................................................................................... 5.14–20 
14.8.02 Informants.............................................................................................................................. 5.14–20 
14.8.03 Public and Private Records ................................................................................................... 5.14–21 

14.9 SUBPOENAS ........................................................................................................................................................ 5.14–21 
14.9.01 Definition, Authority, and Immunities ................................................................................... 5.14–21 
14.9.02 Agency Practices .................................................................................................................... 5.14–22 

14.10 COURTROOM TESTIMONY AND DEMEANOR .................................................................................................. 5.14–22 
14.10.01 Professional Demeanor and Appearance ............................................................................ 5.14–22 
14.10.02 Pre-trial Conference ............................................................................................................... 5.14–23 
14.10.03 Principles of Effective Testimony .......................................................................................... 5.14–23 
14.10.04 Dealing with Attorney Personalities ...................................................................................... 5.14–24 
14.10.05 Courtroom Security Policies and Procedures ....................................................................... 5.14–24 
14.10.06 Perjury and Falsifying Police Reports ................................................................................... 5.14–25 
14.10.07 Courtroom Testimony Preparation and Demonstration ....................................................... 5.14–25 

SECTION 15 TACTICAL COMMUNICATION / CONFLICT RESOLUTION ................................................................................................... 5.15–1 

15.1 TACTICAL COMMUNICATION ................................................................................................................................ 5.15–3 
15.1.01 Verbal and Nonverbal Cues ..................................................................................................... 5.15–3 
15.1.02 Benefits of Tactical Communication ........................................................................................ 5.15–3 
15.1.03 Demonstration of Tactical Communication ............................................................................. 5.15–4 
15.1.04 Deflection Techniques .............................................................................................................. 5.15–4 
15.1.05 Five-Step Process for Generating Voluntary Compliance ....................................................... 5.15–5 



Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Overview and Contents         Page 14 of 16 

15.2 HANDLING DISPUTES (GENERAL) ...................................................................................................................... 5.15–5 
15.2.01 Basic Responsibilities at the Scene of a Dispute ................................................................... 5.15–5 
15.2.02 Social Service Organizations .................................................................................................... 5.15–6 
15.2.03 Inherent Dangers to Officers ................................................................................................... 5.15– 6 
15.2.04 Separating Parties in a Dispute ............................................................................................... 5.15–7 
15.2.05 Private Person Arrest Procedures ............................................................................................ 5.15–7 
15.2.06 Use of Different Techniques .................................................................................................... 5.15–8 
15.2.07 Handling a Dispute Situation ................................................................................................... 5.15–8 

15.3 CIVIL DISPUTES ..................................................................................................................................................... 5.15–9 
15.3.01 Agency Policy on Landlord-Tenant Disputes ........................................................................... 5.15–9 
15.3.02 California Law and Agency Procedures Regarding Landlord-Tenant Disputes ..................... 5.15–9 
15.3.03 Agency Policy on Labor Management Disputes ................................................................... 5.15–10 
15.3.04 Policing Problems During Labor-Management Disputes ..................................................... 5.15–10 
15.3.05 Small Claims Court ................................................................................................................ 5.15–11 
15.3.06 Handling a Civil Dispute ........................................................................................................ 5.15–11 

15.4 REPOSSESSIONS ................................................................................................................................................ 5.15–12 
15.4.01 Rules and Agency Policy Regarding Repossessions ............................................................ 5.15–12 

SECTION 16 TRAFFIC...................................................................................................................................................................................5.16–1 

16.1 VEHICLE CODES..................................................................................................................................................... 5.16–3 
16.1.01 Vehicle Code Laws .................................................................................................................... 5.16–3 
16.1.02 Vehicle Code Terminology ........................................................................................................ 5.16–3 
16.1.03 Vehicle Code Authority to Arrest .............................................................................................. 5.16–4 
16.1.04 Common Vehicle Code Violations ............................................................................................ 5.16–4 
16.1.05 Enforcement Options ............................................................................................................... 5.16–5 
16.1.06 Completing a Citation ............................................................................................................... 5.16–5 
16.1.07 Promise to Appear .................................................................................................................... 5.16–6 

16.2 IMPOUNDING/STORING VEHICLES .................................................................................................................... 5.16–6 
16.2.01 Agency Policy Regarding Tows ................................................................................................. 5.16–6 
16.2.02 Towing Authorities .................................................................................................................... 5.16–7 
16.2.03 Impounds from Public or Private Property .............................................................................. 5.16–7 
16.2.04 Handling a Vehicle Impound/Storage ..................................................................................... 5.16–8 

16.3 VEHICLE COLLISIONS ........................................................................................................................................... 5.16–8 
16.3.01 Preventing Accidents ................................................................................................................ 5.16–8 
16.3.02 Primary Duties at Traffic Accident Scene ................................................................................ 5.16–9 
16.3.03 Agency Policy Regarding Collision Investigations ................................................................... 5.16–9 
16.3.04 Removing Vehicles from the Highway .................................................................................. 5.16–10 
16.3.05 Mandatory Investigations ...................................................................................................... 5.16–10 
16.3.06 Collision Investigation Terminology ...................................................................................... 5.16–11 
16.3.07 Factual Diagram .................................................................................................................... 5.16–12 
16.3.08 Types of Physical Evidence ................................................................................................... 5.16–12 
16.3.09 Collision Investigation Information ....................................................................................... 5.16–13 
16.3.10 Handling a Traffic Collision ................................................................................................... 5.16–13 

16.4 TRAFFIC CONTROL/DIRECTION ........................................................................................................................ 5.16–14 
16.4.01 Traffic Hand Signals .............................................................................................................. 5.16–14 
16.4.02 Directing Traffic Using a Flashlight ....................................................................................... 5.16–14 



  
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 
 

Overview and Contents         Page 15 of 16 

16.4.03 Use of Flares .......................................................................................................................... 5.16–15 
16.4.04 Demonstrating Appropriate Traffic Control .......................................................................... 5.16–15 

16.5 DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE .................................................................................................................... 5.16–16 
16.5.01 Recognizing Suspected DUI Drivers ..................................................................................... 5.16–16 
16.5.02 Sobriety Tests ........................................................................................................................ 5.16–16 
16.5.03 Chemical Tests ...................................................................................................................... 5.16–17 
16.5.04 Chemical Test Refusals ......................................................................................................... 5.16–17 
16.5.05 DUI Report Forms .................................................................................................................. 5.16–17 
16.5.06 Handling a Driving Under the Influence Case ...................................................................... 5.16–18 

SECTION 17 SELF-INITIATED ACTIVITY ...................................................................................................................................................... 5.17–1 

17.1 TYPES OF ACTIVITIES ............................................................................................................................................ 5.17–3 
17.1.01 Vehicle Stops ............................................................................................................................ 5.17–3 
17.1.02 Pedestrian Stops ...................................................................................................................... 5.17–3 
17.1.03 Directed Patrol .......................................................................................................................... 5.17–4 
17.1.04 Arrests ....................................................................................................................................... 5.17–4 
17.1.05 Other Activities .......................................................................................................................... 5.17–5 

SECTION 18 AGENCY-SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES .............................................................................................................................................. 5.18–1 

18.1 TYPES OF ACTIVITIES ............................................................................................................................................ 5.18–3 
18.1.01 TBD*.......................................................................................................................................... 5.18–3 
 
*NOTE:  See corresponding MS Word file to add agency-specific activities. 



  
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 
 

Overview and Contents         Page 16 of 16 

 
 

Intentionally blank 

 

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 1 of 11 

SECTION 1 

Agency Orientation/Department Policies 

 
 
1.1 – 1.4          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

1.1 Agency-Specific Training 

1.2 Agency Orientation 

1.3 Community Orientation/Geographic Locations 

1.4 Support Services 

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 

 

  



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 2 of 11 

 

 

 

See instructions to edit this section in the corresponding MS Word file (.doc)  

 

  



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 3 of 11 

 

 
1.1.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.1.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 4 of 11 

 
1.1.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.2.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 5 of 11 

 
1.2.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.2.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 6 of 11 

 
1.2.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.2.05 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 7 of 11 

 
1.2.06 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.2.07 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 8 of 11 

 
1.2.08  Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.3.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 9 of 11 

 
1.3.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.3.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 10 of 11 

 
1.3.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
1.4.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.1  Agency Orientation/Department Policies         Page 11 of 11 

 
1.4.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



POST FIELD TRAINING PROGRAM GUIDE – VOLUME 2 

Intentionally blank 



AGENCY: XXX 
FIELD TRAINING PROGRAM GUIDE – VOLUME 2 PART 5.   POST FIELD TRAINING MODEL 

Date:  00/00/00          5.2  Officer Safety Procedures         Page 1 of 6 
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SECTION 4
Use of Force 

4.1 – 4.2          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

4.1 Legal and Ethical Issues 

4.2 Force Options 

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 5
Patrol Vehicle Operations 

5.1 – 5.6          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

5.1 Patrol Vehicle Inspections 

5.2 Patrol Vehicle Operation Safety 

5.3 SAFE Driving 

5.4 Use of Seatbelts 

5.5 Emergency Vehicle Operations/Pursuits 

5.6 Vehicle Operation Liability  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 6
Community Relations/Professional Demeanor 

6.1 – 6.6          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

6.1 Community Relations and Service 

6.2 Professional Demeanor and Communications 

6.3 Cultural Diversity 

6.4 Racial Profiling 

6.5 Crime Prevention 

6.6 COP/POP  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 7
Radio Communication Systems 

7.1 – 7.2          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

7.1 Radio Communication 

7.2 Information Systems/Telecommunications 

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 8
Leadership 

8.1           COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

8.1 Leadership  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 9 

California Codes and Laws 

 
 
9.1 – 9.5          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

9.1 Criminal Law 

9.2 Reasonable Suspicion/Probable Cause 

9.3 Laws of Arrest 

9.4 Juvenile Law and Procedure 

9.5 Additional Laws  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 10
Search and Seizure 

10.1 – 10.3          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

10.1 Search Concepts 

10.2 Seizure Concepts 

10.3 Warrants  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 11
Report Writing 

11.1 – 11.2          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

11.1 Field Notes and Notebook 

11.2 Report Writing Requirements  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 



Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 2 of 9 

Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

See instructions in the corresponding MS Word file (.doc) 
on how to edit or update this section. 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 3 of 9 

 

 
11.1.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
11.1.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 4 of 9 

 
11.1.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
11.1.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 5 of 9 

 
11.2.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
11.2.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 6 of 9 

 
11.2.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
11.2.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 7 of 9 

 
11.2.05 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 

 
11.2.06 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 8 of 9 

11.2.07 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

11.2.08 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



Agency: XXX 
Field Training Program Guide – Volume 2  Part 5.   POST Field Training Model 

Date:  00/00/00          5.11  Report Writing         Page 9 of 9 

11.2.09 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 

11.2.10 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information: 



POST FIELD TRAINING PROGRAM GUIDE – VOLUME 2 

Intentionally blank 



AGENCY: XXX  
FIELD TRAINING PROGRAM GUIDE – VOLUME 2  PART 5.   POST FIELD TRAINING MODEL 
 

Date:  00/00/00          5.12  Control of Persons/Prisoners/Mentally Ill         Page 1 of 21 

SECTION 12 

Control of Persons/Prisoners/Mentally Ill 

 
 
12.1 – 12.7          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

12.1 Control/Searching Persons 

12.2 Handcuffing 

12.3 Legal Responsibilities and Requirements with Prisoners 

12.4 Transporting Prisoners 

12.5 Booking Prisoners 

12.6 People with Disabilities 
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Tactical Communication/Conflict Resolution 

15.1 – 15.4          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

15.1 Tactical Communications 

15.2 Handling Disputes (General) 

15.3 Civil Disputes 

15.4 Repossessions  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 16
Traffic 

16.1 – 16.5          COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

16.1 Vehicle Codes 

16.2 Impounding/Storing Vehicles 

16.3 Vehicle Collisions 

16.4 Traffic Control/Direction 

16.5 Driving Under the Influence (DUI)  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 17 

Self-Initiated Activity 

 
 
17.1           COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

In this section: 

17.1 Types of Activities  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

1. To add your agency name to the header:  Double click in the header space. 
Replace ‘XXX’ with your agency name. Double click in the body to return to the 
content. Your agency name will appear on every page.  

2. To add a date to the footer:  Double click in the footer space. Replace the 
sample date with your initial publication date for this Guide. Double click in the 
body to return to the content. (NOTE:  The new date will appear on all pages 
within this section.) To enter revision date(s), replace “Date:” with “Revised:” 
and enter the revision date as needed.  

3. DO NOT delete or move any of the tables:  All tables MUST remain in this 
Guide and in their original order. (NOTE:  The tables in this section cannot be 
edited or filled in electronically.) 

4. To enter additional references and/or Agency-Specific information:   
Place cursor in the space BELOW the applicable table and enter text as needed. 
The space/pages will expand automatically as you type.  

5.  Useful links: The following links access California legislative codes or U.S. 
government codes: 

 CA Legislative codes:  http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes.xhtml 
 U.S. Government codes:  http://uscode.house.gov/ 
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SECTION 18 

Agency-Specific Activities 

 
 
18.1           COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
 

In this section: 

18.1 Types of Activities  

See Instructions on how to modify or add text. 
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SECTION 18 AGENCY-SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES 
 Phase 1       Phase 2       Phase 3       Phase 4       Phase 5 

Trainee    FTO  
    
 

18.1  TYPES OF ACTIVITIES 
The trainee shall explain the necessity of and demonstrate proficiency in the performance of agency-specific activities to 
minimally include the following. 

 
18.1.01 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   ________________________  

Case Report #:  _____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.01.01 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 
 
18.1.02 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   ________________________  

Case Report #:  _____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.1.02 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  
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18.1.03 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   _______________________  

Case Report #:  ____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.1.03 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 
 
18.1.04 Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   _______________________  

Case Report #:  ____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.1.04 Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  
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MASTER TEMPLATE 
 
18.#.## Activity:  Xxxxx 

 Description:  Xxxxx 

 Topics (if applicable): Xxxxx 

Reference(s):  Xxxxx 
 Received Instruction Competency Demonstrated How 

Demonstrated? 
Remedial Training How  

Remediated?  Signature Date Signature Date Signature Date 

FTO:       Field Perform 
  Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

    Field Perform 
 Role Play 
  Written Test 
  Verbal Test 

Trainee:       

Comments: 
 Incident #:   ________________________  

Case Report #:  _____________________     
(If applicable) 

  
18.#.## Additional References / Agency-Specific Information:  

 
 
ADD THIS TABLE TO START NEW SUBTOPIC 
 

18.#  Xxxxx 
Description. 
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